
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1046
 
Main Petitioner: Ronald A Smith (General Secretary EIS) 
 
Subject: Calls for the Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to support 
significant reductions in class sizes in Scottish publicly funded schools during 
the lifetime of the next Scottish Parliament 
 
Introduction  
 
This petition was submitted on 15 March 2007 prior to the general election in 
Scotland. Since then the new Scottish Government has made specific 
commitments in this area.  
 
Scottish Government Commitments  
 
The Scottish Government has committeed to reduce class sizes to 18 for 
primary 1 to primary 3 by 2011.  
  
The PQ response below indicates how the Scottish Government intends to 
meet this commitment: 
 

S3O-591 - Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how it intends to reduce class sizes in Primary 1 to 3. 
 
Answered by Adam Ingram (13 September 2007): We will be working with 
Education Authorities and Universities delivering initial teacher training to 
ensure we can drive down class sizes in a managed and staged way which 
maintains teacher quality, recognises classroom pressures and continuity of 
class configurations, which will deliver practical progress to classes of 18 in P1 
to P3.  

These factors, together with the Spending Review, will drive the timeframe for 
delivery, by making year-on-year progress towards our target. 

This approach has been recognised by teaching professionals as the best way 
of delivering our policy of class sizes of 18 in P1 to P3 across Scotland. 

There have been media reports suggesting there is concern amongst some 
local authorities, particularly Glasgow and Edinburgh, about their ability to 
meet these targets. They also questioned the claims that the move would 
boost standards.1

 
 

                                                 
1 See for example, Education Guardian 10 September Scottish Councils Question School 
Class Size Policy. http://education.guardian.co.uk/schools/story/0,,2166268,00.html 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1046.htm


 

 
Previous Scottish Executive Commitments  
 
The previous Scottish Executive set a target of maximum class sizes for P1 of 
25 and of 20 for S1 English and Mathematics classes. They also gave a 
committment to increase teacher numbers to 53,000 by 2007 to help meet 
these targets. In early 2007 the Executive indicated that class sizes of up to 
29 in S1 and S2 would be allowed if the overall average could be kept to 20. 
This followed representations from local authorities seeking flexibility in 
meeting the target.  
 
 
Statistics  
 
Statistics on class sizes in primary schools are collated during the School 
Census normally carried out in September each year. Results from the 2006 
Census2 showed the following average and range of class sizes across local 
authorities:  
 

 2006 
average  

2006 
range  

P1 22.9 14.4 to 24.9
P2 24.2 16.7 to 26.0
P3 25.0 18.5 to 26.8

 
Secondary school class size data is not routinely collected. A special 
collection of S1 to S2 maths and English classes will be made as part of the 
2007 school census to establish whether the target of reducing those classes 
to a maximum of 20 by August 2007 has been achieved. 
 
Committee Action  
 
The Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee have provisionally 
scheduled an evidence session on class sizes for a meeting later this year.  
 
Kate Berry 
SPICe Research 
4 October 2007 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk  
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 

                                                 
2 Scottish Executive (2007) Pupils in Scotland 2006: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/02/27083941/78
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